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Dear Cameron, 

Tie bigge-st and strangest thing here this past seel: was the debate in 
the Eons© of Representatives ©a the various Wage-Hour aasaendments. The. 
real story has net a peered in any of the papers I saw, J think it is a 
good story. However, if you should want to use it let as eheck some of 
my sources, which were confidential, fir t. 

Mo seal effort was made to counteract the employer attack on the a amend- 
ments until the CIO called its boys in several weeks ago. Methodically 

v 

they visited their Bepresentatlves and told them th< t a vote for the 
amendments would cost them labor support and get them labor opposition. 
All members stand for reelection this year. Undoubtedly, this had a 
considerable effect on the vote on the Barden asmendment s* A real push in 
the strecth defeated the Barden amaendmen t s , There remained the more 
dangerous Horton bill, which had the support of the administration. Daring 
the windup of the debate and immediately afyter the vote on the Barden 
bill Vioi Mareantonio moved the recommit the Horton bill. Had Mary Morton 
su ported him motion the Mil would have be n sent back to the commit tee 
and would have stayed there until after the end of the session. That is 
what should have happened. Bo# ever, Morton opposed the motion. She carried 
with her about 40 votes. The margin by hick tbs motion was defeated 
was of 30 votes. When that happened Mareantdnio got together with the 
rest of the New York delegation and other liberal memtars and decided 
that when the crippling amaendments, ahich were sure to be offered, as 
they were, were proposed, their group would leave the floor, voting neither 




for nor against. fhe voting and debate were in " commit to* of tie whole”, 
the entire House sitting as a committee. fhere were no record to tee on 
amendments to th* Mil,. Soon the west nonet roue amendments were offered 
to the bill reported by the Bourns labor Commit tes ( Story Norton, chairman, 
ffce hill here here nstas thue). fhe absence of a large number of liberals 
gars the reactionaries a large enough margin to carry them. Soon Norton 
became worried and a preached Hareaatdal© and another member and asked 
then to drop their pain, they asked har to kill the bill and sha refused. 
She criticized then and was a bit tadlgnified ( none of this was formal 
and none is In the record#} then they told her they sere going to defeat 
her hill their say she left. Hareamtoni© told her that within a half hour 
ehe would abandon her bill. The other member told her that the only 
reason she was anxious to pas the bill wae because it too an important 
piece of legislation which bore her name. He was sore Interested In the 
conditions of the cwrking people than her publicity, he said. While this 
group was in the cloakroom shortly thereafter Pat Boland | Pa.), majority 
whip, asked then to change their position and defeat the riotous 
amendments. Be mas told that the Southern bloc, thick had supported 
the Barden bill, was looking for any kind of amaendmcnts to the Wages end 
Hours law, and as a consequence would pass any bill they thought they 
could, Boland investigated and found out that this was true. Barden had 
previously so informed one of tho abstainers. About a half-hour later 
Horton was so disconcerted and angry thoat she did a very undignified 
and foolish tht&g-she mowed that the remaining aramondments to her bill 
( nmmhering at that time 17 ) be adopted without debate or even consider- 
ation. She lost. Then she sdan#ensd her bill. Meanwhile the rost of the 
amaendments wero run through and, of course, adopted, amost without 
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forth to proclaim their lows for labor, and la the name of this great 
lore proposed ammeadments which would harm exempted millions of workers 
from themprete etion of the act, or would hare allowed other ml 11 tests 
to work countless hoars of overtime without Qompemstaion. Slate Hoffman, 
of Michigan, made one etch proposition* He was so anxious to help 
labor, he said, that he had the legislative counsel of the House draft 
his bill, providing for all sorts of free overtime* HEoffhtan was one of 
the supporters of the company union la the Remington Hand strike, had 
his stuff published by the so-called "Goastltuti onal Muoational League*, 
of New Karen and Birmingham, an anti-labor outfit. He alee has connee tions 
afzwBHexfctHtzeaxsxBXlimB with Gerald L.£, Smith, In hos own right Hoffman 
bows to none in his animosity toward organized laber* 

®y the time the bill wee up for vote it was the most awful 
legislative monstrosity X have over heard of* Obviously, if it passed 
the Bouse the Senate would have to completely overhaul it, which would 
have sent it back to the House for approval of the Senate changes and 
would have taken time* If, by sane strongs accident, the reactionaries 
in the Senate could hove passed the bill aa it was, which was unlikely, 
the President would have been forced to veto it* 

Meanwhile, Frank Hook, of Michigan , got in touch with a 
friend of Hie, Alfred St adman, of the St* Paul Pioneer-Dispatch and told 
him that if the Wage-Hour ammondmente passed the labor and city Congress- 
men would loin in opposition to the farm parity payments* Once this story 
got back to Washington there was another furore. 
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®y wa 3T background* Last year, during tie effort to 
defeat the hamstringing of IPA, Mareantonio organized a caucus of If 
Congressmen who pledged themselves to vote against the farm parity pay* 
ments If the farm bloc voted against ffi, then the farm group did so 
vet** the recitation was swift and cut, as I remember it-and this la 
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just my ffiamo ry»abGutt20G, 000,000 from the parity bill. Of course, this 
just rated hell* So this year, with the memory of 'last years 
trouble reeailed* some of the tens representatives stepped thooght it 
over#,,-.! dont doubt for a minute tat if the sages and hours Isglsla ties 
had passed e engre»SBien from the cities would have re tainted* 

f' situation on Friday, right before the vote' was thief 

if t h$- bill peered the administration would bo on the .spot, having on 

/ 

/ . 

tte fipdjrtt 8 own legislation ammended out of recognition, a bill that 
woU^havs dsmandad a vote by the president if it passed the Senate* brny 
tb * mould have been forest to tale a definite position against 

it#, le had not, having written only a short letter of a mild 
shing the Senate the bill h would have again caueed trouble, 

■ Ci» haingma eleotlonayear, particularly, and would have consumed «uc b 
.^ime* The administration wants Congress to adjourn as soon asposeible, 

| dnd ^ they will probably be on their way home in a month. Meanwhile, all 
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^the;hnti»l^©t eggs were in two basks ts-Bar den's and Norton's, It Is 

\ 
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juft about Impossible to get anything through the necessary committees and 
out on the floor this session* 




' papers are calling this an administration victory, as, 

in^jft small way it is. However, it is more a liberal and GIG victory, in 
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tfc® course of which tie administration got a slap in tie face. Norton’s 
Mil sea tie administration’s Mil# She is tie adminl atratleas { and 
Hague’s) chairman of He Labor Committee, one of tie meet important 
pests in the lease* Her prestige must suffer considerably not only because 
©f ler defeat feat because sle did a bad job. She fumbled and lest herself. 
That* a a pretty tough thing to get away with in tie brutal place, Those 
boys play rough,, and for keeps* 

1 believe that this is the first time tie a^Binistrationf s 
Unaicloia efforts lave been stopped from tie left* One thing I bailees 
earn definitely be taken from this incident twit! good and intelligent 
liberal leadership there is a elanoe to preserve most of hat is left of 
tie Hew Beal* 1 doubt if tie administration Mil try* 

In ary opinion Jfersantdmio should be given most of tie 
credit. He really did a job. 

Ivon in tie end* however, they took the credit assy* He 
whs. first on &i® feet with the motion to recommit, which was carried* 

i 

/ '**$* Horton and Representative ladsworth ( Rep., H.Y, ) also arose, The ■ 

oieir recognized Wadsworth, and in the Beeerd it was hi# motion that 

/ i 

' H® 8 ® 8d ® carried. The vote ©a the mmendmentsterMa bill ms 
1W1 for and 211 against* The vote on the motion to recommit was 205 to 
ITS* Sore ©f a touchstone to the sentiments of the Congressmen and the 
one by whieh labor will go is the first, the vote- on the smaenSed bill. 

1'ff { so did the other ) cut ae cross party and sectional lines, g e neral 
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Republicans and many from rural areas supported ** the liberals. 

Bias* Of aourea, volsad againa t botb—ratfaer, for the MU 
and ag last raoonBBlttal. Incidentally, a little over a jms ago during 




the first debate on the extension of the Bios ooaralttee, "Old Joe" 
Shannon, a Democratic party-liner assailed Mas as a “corrider 
slacker" because* when the liberals were attempting to pash the original 
wage-hour bill through Mas Dies exactly what iiareaabonie did this 
tims-ho kept his erowd off the floor.* 

The first part of the eaelosed editorial from today* a star 
voleas the typical conservative opinion and is a testimonial to the 
farsightedness of the liberals in the fight. 

Daring this whole fight there were no signs of kWL 
action against ammendmehts. However, on the days of the vote one 
of Bill Green* s lobbyists , his chief, eased 
was in the gallery. 



There are a few interesting a 
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was Bhbp®happeni ng , km late as the first of the two final votes it was 
necessary to explain to the members shat they wera voting on. for the 




earns during the middle of the week when Barden abandoned his bill. 

, Iggoae Cox, Dom., Ga*, who was elected by a total vote of approximately 

; 5,900, said that Barden was’’ laying down". Barden said he had as much 
fighting blood as Cox, Tbs Record does not reveal exactly chat hhppened. 
They were sore. Cor is a bully; he has be<?n known to threaten to kiek 
members. So is hanking majority member of theimportaat Homae Rales 
committee, and dominates it. So is ■Mas most impolite member on the floor 
on the floor. His angontolaanly attack on Barden, who did fight hard 
tor his bill, will laienste from him some of Cox's cohorts in the House. 






qftietly 1®#% week the Pages and Hours Administration 
eased out one of Arden’s boys sho ms on the inside. I don*t recall 
Ms name, bat be was bead of the "Cooperation and inspection” division. 

Be ms in charge of investigators and investigations. On one oe aslon, 

-I have been informed, bs raised hell because a Negro applicant for a 
job got as far as him. The division, a carry over from the original 
plan of cooperating with industry and explaining to them the wages and 
hoars theory, thus achieving enforcement (!) , ms abolished, and the 
fellow was sent down to North Carolina to become regional directot, 

A husky, pleasant end quite personable fellow -named 
Abernathy is opposing Barden in the primaries with seme financial 
support from Sidney Hillman, Abernathy has a couple of jalopies, a 
pappy and two sons who fiddle and sing hill-billte songs, and a 
raffle wheel as hie chief political tools. He sends the pappy and sons 
ahead of him by an hour o~ two. They go to the vUlgae stoors and entertain 
the folks* Then Abernathy ©etaes up ( the trio than 'leaves), puts up 
his wheel -and passes out tickets free. To the winner® he gives away 
l©-p4usd bags o? flour. The re. -are about five winners, announced after 
he finished his speech. He begins by saying, "Mr dsn Is taking the bread 
out of your mouths. I am feeding you. Tote for me.” Clever fellow, what? 

He is credited with a chance. 

Speaking of Hillman, the old rumors of his secession are 
cropping out again* I understand that John lewis spoke of this In an 
off-the-record talk to Time staffers. I have heard that Hillman will 

plead that not being in the CIO he will be in a better position to bring 
about labor unity. 
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TJceSouthem rose ti onsrles-par ti eularly tie Texas crowd* 
also took another lacing daring the past ton days. The Texas gang Is 
on© of the most influential in tbs Congress, fey the say. Garner runs 
the Senate, Rayburn runs the House, and many amors have influential 
committee positions. And don’t forget lies. Well, the deal that the Gamer 
geng had to accept is a distinct face-saving business. Mot that they are 
well-known for keeping their promises, but this was a bad one for them. 

The Texas delegation rill be half and half, and only ©m the first ballot 
will it vote for Garner, After that it is supposed to fee Roosevelt’s. 

.The leader of the "liberal” faction of the Texas delegation is Lyndon 
Johnson, former congressional secretary who got to be boss without marrying 
his bosses daughter. Johnson Is an able and young fellow. Is used to 



ran the “little Congress", a formally organized organization where 



lost Of the boys and girls get real political experience, its membership 
is limits to Cong re alonal employee#. They don’t do anything that 



amounts to anything. 



used to be his predieessor’s 



* «lee a liberal, from Washington, 



low that wages and hours is apsssd the next important items 
are Wa and the SLBB. 1M is up .soon, I take i t that the pro-amendment 
crowd are a bit concerned over their prospects of getting the board, for 
they have reopened their public smearing#, Ivan Dies shut down for them© 
and thus did not take up any of their space i a the papers. The last 
formal action was a "report" by Toland fun of the same old half, 
truths and exaggerations about the board ant its personnel. By the way, 
you might take a look at that mem© I gave you seme time ago on the 
Smith committee. If you wants# to use a story on the Smith committee, yon 
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tow a lot of unused material Let me know if you plan such a story 

end 1*11 let you know when the fight will fee reilly hot. You mised it 
fey a week ©a the V*H story, lad it been a week earlier it might hate 
bee a used on the floor during the fight* So might an HLHB story, if you 
have one, 

I will try and get the full text of la ska on* s report to 

Some tomorrow, and if I do 1*11 mail it to you. The Times gave it 
and 

a small play, aittauarti they papers down here likewise hurried it, I 
believe Borris will have something to say on this very soon. Sure is 
a swell whitewash. 

When I was last in Pew York % told you afeout the possibility 
of a different FBI story, shewing how much of thiir propaganda is false* 
no spies-no saboteurs, etc. I believe this is a good story. Let me know 
if you want it. It has never been uss>€* 

rough 

The grand Jury this week was a nargxh and tumble, I expect, 
without reason, that we’ll know on Tuesday, They were undoubtedly still 
trying to do a Job on me and Pat-they had m in there much longer than 
anyone lese. I still don’t see how they can help indicting Mayne on at 
least two counts* I have a feeding that either way there will be 
indictments. This jury, by the way, is the one that last week indicted 

th ' c? 1)198 witnesses. If they do indict, again either wey, I’m going 

to have even less spare time. I’d like to come ur- toward the middle or 

th# end of the week and have a long talk with you if you are not coming 

down here. There are lots of stories that I can get that I’d like to 
take up. Also, I’d like to tell you the Bat’s story, I’m convinced that 
it is s big story, and I’m sure that some magazine is going to grab it if 
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ftoak. for your letter, I have a record* except for this 
last cheek, of only two cheeks from you since I was in BY, fhat is* 
except for the shack enclosed with your letter I hay® had only two 
cheek, fro* yew einee the big cheek. In addition to what you mentioned 
in yernr letter yen ewe me for a day that 1 spent, fol owing receipt of 

Soyer*. wire* looking for the mine story that didn't exist. Ale© the 
stuff, 

% Observation down fee e is that you are making a bit of 
a reputation. However, I get ©ntinual foaplaists fro® my trends that 
they can't get the «ag«*ime, Doing the past week I looked at newatands 
a« I psseei th«m and I don’t recall ©ace seeing the magazine displayed, 
°ne tho eevara secaaione on which 1 have enquired Mien I didn’t see it 
I wa told that it hadn’t boon sent out by the distributor, l»* | U8 t 
wondering what kinds© f cooperation they are giving you, 

I m glad to hear that you have decided to go to the coast, 
l hope it orke out wall. It must have boo. pretty tough catching up so 
fset* I’m sorry if I caused you any trouble, but I was also disturbed. 
Please let me know if you agree to my coming up for a session with you. 
There’s a lot I’d like to discuss. Or, if you ar© coming here on a day 
you know now, please let me know also. 

Best regards { also to Dick) 



Harold 

p * s * **• Speech is enclosed. I don’t believe I sent you a copy of 

the enclosed Hoover speech, but if I did please return one. Also the 
Neutrality Section release* Hots that last week Hoover said in NY that 
his or it ice ere reds. 






